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15.8.9009
Meeting of the Youth Councils of Porvoo, Hamar and Viborg
Location:                           Porvoo, Finland

Synopsis of the discussion:
· Next meeting in Dalvik, Iceland
· In the next meeting we wish to spend more time with the politicians in order to understand each other and cooperate better in the future. This could be done for example by organizing an event where members of the youth councils and counselors can freely ask questions and discuss with each other. We could also arrange the days so that the youth councils can organize the program for one day (in which all should participate in) and the councilors could do the same on the other day.  This would make it easier for us to understand each other’s minds.
· In  our opinion using English would be the safest choice, although, some of us understand Swedish much better so at least when talking we do not mind using some very good “Svinglish”

· During the next meeting we would not mind taking part to some of the more “official” program on the list, like meetings and such. We are also interested in the state of our cities.

· Youth council’s participation in their cities
· Denmark: members of the youth council feel that they have been given the chance to be heard, but still they are not being heard quite as well as they hope. Budget per year: about 13 000 euros

· Norway: City does support he youth council financially but they do not get to participate in the decision making. Budget per year: about 15 000 to 20 000 euros 
· Finland: The law states that the young has to be heard during the decision making process if it concerns them. This allows the youth council to participate in the city’s board meetings. Even so, it happens too often that the youth do not get a say in the matters to be discussed. Budget per year: exactly 10 000 euros
· All in all, during the past few years the situation has gotten much better and the young are more often heard but still there is a lot of work to do regarding this matter.
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